


The Idea

Their routines, tasks, struggles, and interactions. Record the 
experiences that define how human beings understand life.

The life experiences will be shown in a video installation. 
It’s content: 240 hours of uncut footage

Capture, on video, 24 consecutive hours of daily life 
of 10 people from 10 different places in the world.

An online library of human life experience.



The State of Affairs

38% of young Americans (18-24) consider speaking 
another language to be “not too important.”

89% of young Americans do not correspond regularly 
with anyone outside of the United States.

88% of young Americans cannot find Afghanistan on a 
map of Asia.



Why?

Pushing the limits of technology & international 
collaboration as a vehicle for social change.

Provoking people to rethink their relationship with 
the world.

Inviting people to participate in the lives of others as 
intimate observers.



The Participants

2nd shoot: 05/29/2006
Rael Feliciano
São Paulo, SP, Brazil
Hip Hop Artist and Rapper

The Pilot Shoot:11/17/2004
James Bullock
San Francisco, CA, USA
Cable Car Operator







































The Life Story Interview





Selection Criteria





Global Lives Website (relaunch)

Features

Growing video library of human life experience created, tagged, 
bookmarked and translated by collaborators around the world.

Three video upload types + photos:
1) Edited shorts (max. 15 mins, 5 mins recommended)
2) Unedited 24 hour shoots
3) Life stories

DotSub - collaborative subtitling
Google Earth/Maps - navigation & GPS logging

flash site

http://globallives.org
http://globallives.org


Global Lives Website (mockup)



Global Lives Website (mockup)



Global Lives Website (mockup)



Global Lives Website (mockup)



Global Lives Website











The Collective

More than 90 volunteers in eight countries are 
enthusiastically involved with the project.

CC license + non-profit communicates sharing economy 
of wikipedia & linux to fields of video & architecture.

Giving talented professionals fulfilling creative opportunities 
and building new social networks.



The Collective

Inquiries from: Pakistan, Cambodia, 
Ethiopia, Jordan, Russia, Taiwan, UK, 
Switzerland, Guatemala, Mongolia, Cuba, 
Iran, India, China, E. Timor, Vietnam, 
Macedonia

Website 6 month traffic: 
1500 unique visitors from 67 countries



The Collective

95% volunteer labor makes the project extremely
capital efficient.

For every dollar contributed, we produce 10 dollars of 
value in contributions of time, services, and equipment.

Fundraising:
2005: $2,000
2006: $9,400
2007: $16,500
Total: $33,500

In-kind (services, equipment):
2004-2007: >$341,000

Sweat Equity



Preparedness and Sweat Equity







Partnerships

Universities
United Nations University & Temple University - Tokyo
NYU & New School

Institutions

Potential Venues
Japan - UNU Gallery; iCommons Conference, Sapporo
US - Location1
Brazil - Museum of the Person partners



Screening #1: 
São Paulo



























Screening #2: 
New York













Pre-Installation: Sapporo, Japan 
iCommons Summit (Creative Commons)



Get Involved!

Filmmakers

Exhibitors

Hackers

Translators

Teachers

Funders

david@globallives.org



Get Involved!

Key Conundra & Projects for Hackers

1) Smooth internationalization of Drupal (& DotSub API)
2) Versioning for collaborative video editing with video & source
3) Google Maps API with GPS tracker data + video & photos
4) Custom flash player w/ full screen & subtitles + ogg/qt
5) Cross-uploading to Archive.org, Blip.tv, DotSub
6) Remote backup server config

501c3 - contributions of services are 
tax deductible, all collaborators recognized



www.GlobalLives.org

http://www.GlobalLives.org
http://www.GlobalLives.org

